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ABSTRACT:

Poetic/ Rhymatic Drama which is called Opera in English and“Manzoom
Drama" or "Sangeet Natak" in Sindhi, is played on the stage or theater. It is
the most effective source of expression of our message and emotions. It
involves a folk story with its characters, lyrical dialogues, music and dance.
Their contents or dialogues strictly follow the rules of poetry i.e. Im-e-urooz,
rythem, rhyme and flow etc. That is why alone reading or listening opera is not
as effective as it is being watched while performed on the stage. The roots of
this genre of literature can be traced in Greece around 1600AD, from where it
reached to Italy and India. Later on, it reached in Sindh in the 19th century.
Mirza Qalich Baig had introduced the Sindhi opera by converting the existing
folk story of "Laila Majnoon" to opera in 1880. Although the opera has its
unique importance in Sindhi literature, yet there are a few literary names who
write it. In this regard the researcher could not find even a single M.Phil/PhD
thesis on this important genre. For this reason | selected to do my my M.Phil
research study on "The Critical Analysis of Sindhi Manzoom Dramas". For this
purpose, | collected all the written/available primary sources (Sindhi Operas/
Manzoom Dramas) and critically analysed them on the criteria of their
language, poetic restrictions (llm-e-urooz), characters, topics, plots and
dialogues. For the collection of primary data, | not only accessed internet
sources and the famous libraries of Sindh but also took pains to get some
books from India. | focused mainly on the primary sources, however utilized
secondary sources too. For this thesis, | followed the latest version of MLA for
format, in-text citation and references. This study is the first, foremost and
comprehensive study on the above topic. The primary sources included four
operas written by the great poet of Sindh, Shaikh Ayaz (Mundan Jo Mandal
1947, Doday Soomray Jo Maut 1970, Rani Kot Ja Dharail 1970 & Bhagat Singh
Khay Fassi 1986), while other Sindhi writers' operas were 12 in number (Hikri
Raat by Dr Leela Ram Ferani, Aadhi Jo Insaf by H.C. Bullo, Moomal Rani by Dr
Ayaz Qadri, Daahiyoon Dukh Dissan by Arjun Shad, Tuhinji Tand Tanwar by
Siraj, Makli Mathan Wijj by Ayaz Mangi, Soni Bago by Ali Dost Ajiz, Kabootri
by Fayaz Dahri, Aazadi by Ayaz Amar Shaikh, Koonjaan by Ali Dost Ajiz, Leela
Chanesar by Irshad Bhatti, & Jhansi Ji Rani by Anwar Sagar Kandhro).
Regarding secondary sources, | collected and analyzed a total of 16 short
research articles including 12 on the Shaikh Ayaz's written Manzoom Dramas
while the remaining were about different Manzoom Dramas by other Sindhi



writers. To sum up, this study has highlighted and revived the forgotten genre
of Opera/Manzoom Dramas.

Here is chapterwise details:

Chapter I: Research Methodology

1.1 Introduction

1.2 Selection of topic

1.3 Significance of the study

1.4 Scope

1.5 Studies available on the topic

1.6 Research Methodology

Chapter lI: Literature Review on Poetic Drama/Opera
2.1 History and evolution

2.2 Form and techniques

2.3 Traditional Sindhi Operas

3.4 Difference among opera, folk-tale and song
3.5 Critical Analysis of First Sindhi Opera
Chapter lll: Shaikh Ayaz's Operas

In this chapter, critical analyses of the four (all) operas (Mundan Jo Mandal
1947, Doday Soomray Jo Maut 1970, Rani Kot Ja Dharail 1970 & Bhagat Singh
Khay Fassi 1986) are presented along with the introduction; topics and
characters; form & language; tope techniques; and Music and rythem of
Ayaz's above operas through 3.1 to 3.6.4.

Chapter IV: Operas of other Sindhi writers



This chapter involves 12 available operas by other Sindhi wirters (Hikri Raat by
Dr Leela Ram Ferani, Aadhi Jo Insaf by H.C. Bullo, Moomal Rani by Dr Ayaz
Qadri, Daahiyoon Dukh Dissan by Arjun Shad, Tuhinji Tand Tanwar by Siraj,
Makli Mathan Wijj by Ayaz Mangi, Soni Bago by Ali Dost Ajiz, Kabootri by
Fayaz Dahri, Aazadi by Ayaz Amar Shaikh, Koonjaan by Ali Dost Ajiz, Leela
Chanesar by Irshad Bhatti, & Jhansi Ji Rani by Anwar Sagar Kandhro) through
4.1 to 4.12 sections.

Chapter V: Conclusion

This chapter involves conclusions of the study and bibliography.
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